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Ugly Chinese, Ugly Americans   

 “Ugly Chinese, Ugly Americans” book by Min Byoung-chul, a professor at Konkuk University Seoul, S. Korea.
The items that bothered the Americans were more social, like not standing in line for a bus. What bothered the Chinese was more professional; someone worked with doing something that bothered them.  It’s easy to tell that the main situations that the Americans come to China is for business or teaching. So for American the bad habits are what takes place during the Americans’ working time in China.  

 Ugly Chinese
Pick nose and clean ears in public

Spit loudly on the street and blow nose without a hanky

Don’t permit eating or drinking during class

Stand up when superiors or elders come into the room

Don’t say thank you, please, or sorry often enough

Smoke anywhere without considering those around them

Stare at foreigners and talk about them in their presence

Do not stand in line to wait for buses or services

Put portions of all the prepared food on the guest’s plate before asking

Put bones on the table beside their plates

Serve soup last

Making noise while eating soup or noodles

Add sugar and cream to coffee without asking

Have a whole fish with head and tail, or a whole chicken with head and feet as a starter

Purchase live chickens, ducks, or fish for meal

Bring rice bowls or soup bowls to their mouths

Men seem unkind to women

Ask Americans repeatedly to drink one more glass of an alcoholic drink at parties and banquets

Propose too many toasts at parties and banquets

Offer drinks using one’s own glass

Have too many courses for an informal meal

Order more food than necessary in a restaurant

Always make strictly hierarchical seating arrangements at banquets or formal meals

Ask people to sing and dance at gatherings as entertainment

Ask personal questions about age, marital status, and salary

Pay a visit without prior appointment

Stay too long when visiting

Deny genuine compliments

People of the same sex hold hands

Address American teachers by “Teacher + Last name”

Green Americans in the street with “Have you eaten?” or “Where are you going?”

Greet others by merely stating the fact of what they are doing, e.g. “Oh, you are writing a letter’” Or “You are studying.”

Make social and work plans at the last minute

Avoid talking about sex

Attempt to start a conversation with westerners in order to practice English

Arrive on time or before time when invited to someone’s home for dinner

Engage in small talk before getting down to business

Don’t tip service workers

Take a midday nap

Attach much importance to establishing and maintaining good relationships and connections

Walk on either side of a path or sidewalk

Bump into others in a crowd

Drivers blow their car horns constantly

Allow buses, cars, tractors, and bikes to travel in the same lane

Sleep on trains and buses

Litter in public places

Crowd around an accident or other scene of activity

Don’t provide toilet paper or paper towels in public restrooms

Put a gift aside without looking at it

Regard seniority as more important than ability

Two generations sleep in the same room

 

Ugly Americans
Put their feet up on a desk or chair in public places, including the classroom

Eat, drink, and crew gum in a classroom

Sit on a desk while lecturing

Enter or exit the classroom without asking for permission

Bite fingernails

Beckon someone using index finger

Point at someone using index finger

Lick fingers after eating or using fingers for eating

Men wear earrings or have pony tails

Wear casual clothes in the classroom

Women dress to expose arms and legs

Old people wear bright colors

Wear sloppy clothes

Adolescent girls wear make-up

Are not willing to try a new food

Begin drinking as soon as their glasses are filled

Take leftovers home when dining in a restaurant

Don’t pour anyone else a glass of beer, coke, etc.

Call parents by their first names

Call teachers by their first names

Tend to interrupt others

Go Dutch

Blow nose loudly in public

Kiss and hug when greeting or parting

Live together before marriage

Don’t escort visitors out of the house

Flirt openly

Aren’t patient when waiting for friends

Brag about themselves and their family members

Discuss sex openly and casually

Enjoy teasing others

Don’t mean it when they say “I’ll call you” or “Let’s meet for dinner.”

Know little about other cultures

Challenge other people’s opinions

Demand or expect immediate answers to questions

Judge people according to how well they speak English

Expect Chinese to speak English and don’t make an effort to learn Chinese

Strictly separate leisure time and work time

Complain directly to a superior

Send elderly parents to a nursing home

Divorce

Admit ignorance to a student’s question

Write a letter or note with a red pen

Demand discounts at Chinese stores
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